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CONFIDENTIAL HELSINKI 0329 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PU, UN, FI 

SUB J : GUINEA-BISSAU AND UN SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
REF: STATE 027792 

1. IN ACCORDANCE REFTEL, POLITICAL OFFICER FEBRUARY 
14 TOOK UP MATTER OF ADMISSION OF GUINEA-BISSAU TO 
UN SPECIALIZED AGENCIES WITH FINNISH FONMIN UN 
SECTION CHIEF, MATTI KAHILUOTO. 

2. KAHILUOTO SAID THAT FINLAND WILL BE ABSTAINING 
ON ANY VOTE FOR ADMISSION OF GUINEA-BISSAU TO THE 

UN OR UN AGENCIES, AT LEAST AS LONG AS FINLAND CONTIN- 
UES NOT TO RECOGNIZE GUINEA-BISSAU AS STATE (FINLAND 
ONLY RECOGNIZES STATES, NOT GOVERNMENTS). 

3. KAHILUOTO ADDED THAT IN THE CASE OF THE ITU, 

FINLAND HAD ALREADY MAILED ITS ABSTENTION TO THE 
ITU SECRETARY GENERAL. 
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4. POLITICAL OFFICER DREW HEAVILY ON PARTICULARLY 
PARA 6, A THROUGH D, IN MAKING US CASE. LEGAL 
QUESTIONS; I.E., THE FACT THAT FINLAND DOES NOT 
RECOGNIZE GUINEA-BISSAU, MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
FINLAND TO VOTE FOR THE ADMISSIONOF GUINEA-BISSAU. 
HEAVY DOMESTIC POLITICAL PRESSURE ON THE OTHER HAND 
MAKES IT VERY DIFFICULT OR IMPOSSIBLE FOR FINNS TO 
VOTE AGAINST IT, LEAVING THEM NO CHOICE BUT HIDING 
BEHIND THE ABSTENTION. 

5. EMBASSY REALIZES THAT FINNISH POSITION NOT 
PARTICULARLY HELPFUL IN CASES WHERE ONLY SIMPLE 
MAIORITY REQUIRED, BUT IS AFRAID THAT IT IS THE BEST 
THAT CAN BE EXPECTED IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. 
KREHBIEL 
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